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ALRIGHT, I'M
BORED!

WE DEMONS SHOULD BE
SPREADING FEAR AND CHAOS
TO THE MORTAL PLANES,
ACTION, MY LORD? AS WE DID IN THE AGE OF WAR!

EVELAN! IT'S TIME
WE FINALLY TAKE
ACTION!

SHAYTAN HAD NO RIGHT
TO TAKE AWAY OUR
ABILITY TO TRAVEL!

THERE.. MIGHT BE
SOMETHING WE
CAN TRY.

BEFORE YOU DO
ANY MORE DAMAGE
TO THE MASONRY ..



DO YOU THINK WE
HAVE THE POWER
TO DEFEAT
SHAYTAN IF WE
GET IN?

LATELY, I'VE BEEN THINKING
ABOUT HOW TO ENTER THE

TOWER SHAYTAN HAS THE ARCHANGEL'S SPIRE?

LOCKED HIMSELF AWAY IN.

YOU KNOW NOBODY CAN
GET NEAR IT WITH
WHATEVER SEAL
SHAYTAN PUT ON IT.

NO DEMON CAN
GET NEAR IT.

I BELIEVE THE MAGIC HE
PUT ONIT IS
SPECIFICALLY TARGETED
TOWARDS DEMONS.

WHICH OF COURSE

I'M THE STRONGEST
DEMON IN HELL!

.YES, THAT
COULD WORK.

IT'S ABOUT
TIMEI TEST
MY METTLE




SO! | JUST GOTTA GET A MORTAL
TO COME BACK TO HELL WITH ME
SO | CAN HAVE A CHANCE AT
PUMMELING SHAYTAN.

/1 WONDER WHAT MANNER
OF GREEDY OLD ARCANIST
OR POMPOUS NOBLE WILL

FIND MY BOOK NEXT?
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FUCKING GUILD
PRICKS—

I'M VAURUK

I'VE GOT
BOUNTIES!

I'VE GOT
TITLES!

I'M AN
OGRE-SLAYER/
A HERO OF
APHERREIN!

I'M A KALVAD
WARRIOR BAT!




7/ SHOW THOSE
BASTARDS.
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ALRIGHT,
LISTEN UP!

WELL, T WANT YOU NN | wanna LT
TO MAKE ME STRONG! \ ‘*’ Al BoOULDEes.

WRESTLE (I 2K
DRAGONS. W I

.

' V1 aM Now, YT WANT EVERYONE
STRONGER THAN | AM NOW s i e

o | MEAN. I'M ALREADY A
I SUMMONED You, FIGHTER A WARRIOR. A NO ONE'S EVER GONNA

S0 YOU 60TTA DO CHAMP. BUT YOU'RE GoNNA  [-Z ¥ DISRESPECT WE

WHAT I SAY, YEAH? MAKE ME INTO A LEGEND. S




ON'T TRAIN
CHILDREN.




; /
I'M NOT A CHILD: THESE SOFT

HANDS WAGE NO
WAR. <

PERHAPS A WAR ON
DIRTY CHAMBERPOTS.

I — et

I WILL SHoOW

THAT e o FOR NOW,
STUPID BOOK JUGGLING HEAR MY
SAID IT WouLD SKILLS LATER, GENEROUS
SUMMON SOME THEN. o OFFER.

KIND OF

FIGHTER.

\1’



LET US DO BATTLE.

g

IF YOU CAN
STRIKE ME
ONCE, 1 SHALL
TEACH YOU ALL
A DEMON KNOWS
IN THE ART OF
COMBAT.
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THIS TIME 1
WON'T JUST HIT

YOU--T'LL KNOCK
YOUR CHUMP
ASS oOUT!
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YOUR SPEED
Al I1s. PassABLE
&} IF onLY | couLD
4| SAY THE SAME
A FOR YOUR WITS.







WE NEVER SET

TERMS FOR
IF YOU LOSE.







HE'S THE

REAL DEAL.. | THINK I'LL TAKE
SOMETHING FROM YoU
AS A TROPHY.

W

f OR MAYBE

I'LL JUST
TEAR
THOSE

PRETTY
WINGS




| AIN'T SCARED
OF You!




BUT.. 'M NOT DONE.
NO WAY.

ALL MY ATTACKS
LIKE THEY'RE




LET'S BE

DONE WITH
THIS FARCE.










'WAIT'? YOU WOULD
BEG MERCY OF YOUR
ENEMY IN A BATTLE?

HERE--THIS LE
IS FREE!







IT CAN'T END
LIKE THIS.. #

= =
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IT'S ABOUT TIME
YOU BOWED TO ME.
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I'VE CONQUERED.
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LET ME ENLIGHTEN YOU.

| AM DOVAK, CHAMPION OF
HELL'S COLISEUM. YOUR HISTORY
WHISPERS OF THE ARMIES
I'VE SLAUGHTERED; THE LANDS




SO TELL ME..

HAS THIS WORLD
TRULY GROWN SO A
PATHETIC.. g

WHY WoULD I WASTE

MY VALUABLE TIME ON A
WHELP LIKE YOU?

LOOK AT You!

~THAT THIS IS

! WHAT PASSES FOR
A WARRIOR?

- YOU'RE WORTH
NO MORE THAN
THE DIRT YoU

WALLOW IN.




I AM!
I'M 8 WARRIOR!
I'LL-

YOU WANTED TO BE A LEGEND,
ISN'T THAT RIGHT?

TO BE REMEMBERED?




I'LL GRANT YOU
YOUR WISH, MORTAL.

YOU WILL BE
REMEMBERED—

AS THE GREEDY LITTLE BAT

WITH A GREEDY LITTLE WISH
WHO TRIFLED WITH POWER

FAR BEYOND HIS RECKONING.
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AH!
ALITTLE MORE WEIGHT
ON THE BACK FOOT.
THAT'S IT.



W]

WH-WHAT ARE
YOU DOING
HERE? CLASS
ISN'T UNTIL
AFTERNOON!

WHAT ARE YOU DOING
M HERE? THE ARMORY IS
i FORrR WARRIORS AND
TRAINEES ONLY.




AW, THIS AGAIN? HOW MANY TIMES DO

WE HAVE TO REMIND YOU, ROOKIE?
YOU AREN'T REALLY A TRAINEE.

DV i
8 i

4 SO WHY DON'T
8#7 I You wusT scram
PSRN A LET THE

"«l Ul REAL WARRIORS--
\"\ 1- -

A/
- AND T'M

MY NAME IS STAYING
\ T YRIGHT HERE:!




WHAT DID You
THINK WAS

A GONNA HAPPEN?
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THESE AREN'T
FOR WEAKLINGS.

PIPE DOWN,
PIPSQUEAK!




SINCE You
WANTED TO
BE IN THE
ARMORY SO
BAD...

I'LL BE A NICE
GUY AND HELP
YOU OUT.




ARE YOU DONE MASTER TORRIX
’ W 1S EXPECTING US.

THIS IS JUST HOW IT IS.

YOU'RE NOT MADE FOR THIS. YOU'RE NOT STRONG ENOUGH,
AND YOU NEVER WILL BE.

PLEASE, FOR YOUR OWN
GOOD, ACCEPT THAT.




SOMETHING'S
DEFINITELY
BROKEN..
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SMUG BASTARD THINKS...
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You'D
1. ‘ SQUANDER
.;‘ - YOUR SURPRISE

H‘a
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W SUCH RECKLESS
ABANDON!

AND IN ONE SO SMALL
AND UNASSUMING!



You SHALL DO
NICELY.










I JEST NOT, EVELAN.
THIS BROKEN BAT HAS
PASSED MY TEST.
HE IS THE PERFECT
CANDIDATE!

.BUT HAVE
YOU MADE THIS
DECISION WITH

YOUR HEAD,
OR PERHAPS
SOME OTHER
APPENDAGE?

CAST DOUBT
ON YOUR
JUDGEMENT ..




DELICIOUS
LITTLE MORSEL,
' ISN'T HE?

HE IS FAR MORE
THAN THAT!

"

AND MOST
IMPORTANTLY--

HE IS FAST, STRONG,
TENACIOUS..

--HOPELESSLY
DESPERATE.




CONCUSSION,

BROKEN RIBS,
INTERNAL

BLEEDING...

AND HALF DEAD BY
THE LOOKS OF IT.

WITHOUT
TREATMENT,
HE MAY SUCCUMB
TO HIS INJURIES
BEFORE LONG.

PERHAPS | HAD IT CAN BE DONE,

ALITTLE MORE BUT IT WILL

FUN THAN WAS COST US A
NECESSARY. SOULSHARD.

ARE YOU SURE
HE IS WORTH

You caN IT. MY LORD?
HEAL HIM,

THOUGH,













WAKE BEFORE
LONG, WITH THE
CUSTOMARY HUNGER
AND FATIGUE.

NO TIME TO WASTE, THEN.
RETURN TO HELL AND MAKE
PREPARATIONS.

OUR NEW CHAMPION
MUST BE WELCOMED!




YOU REALLY THINK
HE'LL CHOOSE TO
COME WITH You?

AFTER YOU BEAT HIM
TO DEATH'S DOOR?

CRUMPLED DREAMS, AMONG

/ LOOK AT THESE DY WHICH HE ALONE CHALLENGED A DEMON _
PARCHMENTS, [ OF WAR TO BATTLE. | MAY HAVE BEAT HIM IR
EVELAN. _a¥ &4\ ut TO DEATH'S DOOR, BUT HE WAS ASSENS
-- s READY TO MEET ME THERE. _ 08

DO YOU THINK \.
SOMEONE LIKE THAT WOULD )r7-7%
. TURN BACK NOW?




ALL | SEE IS
EVIDENCE OF A
RECKLESS AND

TALENTLESS

FAILURE

THAT IS WHY

YOU SHOULD LEAVE }

THE SCOUTING TO By
YOUR LORD. 48

OF COURSE.
AS YOU COMMAND,

LET'S HOPE
YOU'RE RIGHT.




IT'S.. NIGHT..7 IS

WAS ALL OF
THAT JUST..

DEFINITELY
NOT A DREAM.

ALL THIS
BLOOD.. AND
GODS, I'M
FILTHY.

AND WHY DO
| FEEL LIKE |
SLEPT ON A--




BE AT EASE.
STOW YOUR FISTS.




HOW'S THAT FOR
DIRT, HUH?

MOST MORTALS
WOULD HAVE CRUMBLED
AT MY FIRST PUNCH.

THE REST
WOULD HAVE
BEGGED FOR
MERCY WHEN
I STOMPED
THEM INTO
YOU WERE THE MUD.
REMARKABLE. '




YOU'RE
SOMETHING SPECIAL,
AREN'T YoU?

US KALVAD
Bl BATS AcE
\  TOUGH!

AND I'M THE
TOUGHEST!

"AND NOW THAT o ' Y ! Y | WANNA KNOW HOW
| WON, YOU'RE GONNA L 1 S YOU MOVED LIKE THAT.

TEACH ME!

HOW TO PUNCH
SOMEONE THROUGH
A TREE.

| WANT You
TO MAKE ME
UNSTOPPABLE!

ON MY HONOR | v - RETURN TO
AS LORD OF UPHOLD OUR P HELL WITH ME,

MY REALM-- BARGAIN AND AND YOUR TRAINING
B BECOME YOUR SHALL BEGIN

TEACHER. AT ONCE.

IT WILL BE GRUELING. S
HARDER THAN ANYTHING
YOU'VE EVER KNOUWN.

" BUT WHEN YOU RETURN..




YOU SHALL
BE A GOD AMONG
MORTALS.

| CAN TAKE ANY
CHALLENGE YoOU
THROW AT ME!

HA! YOU CAN

| SAVE THE PITCH!

THIS IS WHAT |

SUMMONED You
FOR!

THEN YoU
ACCEPT?




THEN HENCEFORTH,

H;gcgif;;ﬁrﬁ” . YOU SHALL BE MY PUPIL--

--A STUDENT IN
THE NOBLE ART OF
WAr, AND CHAMPION

OF DOVAK!

vty S Y WELL, VAURUK,
THE NAME'S A . h A T | NEED ONLY OPEN
VAURUK. N L

ANOTHER PORTAL.

| COULD TAKE US
THERE RIGHT NOW.

WHEN DO
WE START?

THOUGH "% ") YOU MUST WANT
WE COULD b TO REST, PACK YOUR
' X BELONGINGS; SAY YOUR
TEARFUL GOODBYES
T0.-<

— |

> W IVE GoT
A SN EVERYTHING
| | NEED..




6OOD! A WARRIOR
SHOULD TRAVEL
LIGHT ANYWAY.

NOW, STAND BACK!
THIS WILL ONLY TAKE
A MOMENT.




TAKE MY HAND,
BAT.

ENTER HELL, AND
(A, WITSFRE.




THIS IS IT..

FINALLY--FINALLY, 1
HAVE MY CHANCE.

| DON'T KNOW
WHAT'S COMING..

.OR WHAT GAMES
THIS 6UY MIGHT
BE PLAYING.

BUT IT DOESN'T
MATTER.

0 TR | JusT HAVE TO
7R WAKE IT THROUGH

a

THEN
EVERYONE'LL
SEE.



LET'S GO.



THE END OF CHAPTER 1




